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Timbuktu Mali Manuscript. Pablo Picasso.

We support sport,
art, culture and
heritage.

Arts: R7,2 million 

S t a n d a rd Bank is one of the four main sponsors of the G r a h a m s t o w n
National Arts Festival, working together with local government and

other co m m e rcial partners to ensure the involvement of local

communities in the festival. T h rough school involvement

p ro g rammes and other initiatives, the National A rts Festival

continues to play a positive role in the engagement of local art i s t s

and communities, as well as performers and art lovers from aro u n d

the co u n t ry. 

The Standard Bank A rt Gallery plays an important role in exposing

the co u n t ry’s talented artists to the broad South African art market,

while also committing resources to bring schoolchildren and students

to the gallery to experience some of the co u n t ry’s finest art. 

The exhibition of the Timbuktu Mali Manuscripts, in part n e r s h i p

with the Office of the Presidency and the Department of A rts and

Culture, at the Standard Bank Gallery was extremely succ e s s f u l ,

d rawing global attention to the historic project and at the same time

a t t racting reco rd crowds to the gallery in the week-long exhibition.  

The main exhibition of 2005 at the Standard Bank Gallery was a

retrospective exhibition of the legendary South African artist,

Walter Battiss. The 160 works on exhibition were drawn from

both public and private collections held all over South Africa.

In February of 2006, Standard Bank, in partnership with the

French Embassy and the French Institute of South A f r i c a ,

presented Picasso and Africa – an exhibition of works by the 20th

c e n t u ry European master, Pablo Picasso, communicating his

African inspiration influenced by classical African art.

S t a n d a rd Bank and the University of the Witwatersrand jointly own

the Standard Bank African A rt Collection (SBAAC), which is housed

at Wits A rt Galleries. The SBAAC is independent of the Standard

Bank Corporate Collection as well as other collections owned and

administered by the university. The SBAAC comprises roughly 6 000

h i s torical and co n t e m p o ra ry a rtworks from West, Central and

Southern A f r i c a .

T h rough the Standard Bank South African Young Artists Awards,
we seek to drive the development of creative talent in the visual

and performing arts. The Young A rtists Aw a rds focus on reward i n g

the co u n t ry’s leading young artistic talent financially, as well as

t h rough exposure in the public space, primarily at the Gra h a m s to w n

National A rts Festival.  

Walter Battiss.


